MRSA in the operating department.
In recent years, infection control in the operating department has focused on the concept of universal precautions. This allows protection for both patients and staff in relation to blood borne pathogens. Recent research, however, suggests that the introduction of universal precautions could lead to an increase in the transmission of other pathogens, for example, Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA). This article aims to provide a brief overview of the universal precautions, followed by an in-depth consideration of MRSA, its history, incidence, transmission, effect and implications for both patients and staff in the operating department.